
Curriculum map – Reception 

Reception Curriculum Map  

 Autumn Term 

 
 

Spring term 

 

Summer term 

 

Global goal: Gender equality – identity 

and diversity 

 

Moral principle: What makes me 

unique? How are we all different?  

                     Global goal: Sustainable cities 

 

Moral principle: Why should we not waste 

food? How do we grow our own?  

 

         Global goal: Peace & Justice 

 

Moral principle: What is fair? Why do we 

have rules? 

British values: Individual liberty  

 School values: Success & 

Perseverance (1 per half term) 

British values: Democracy  

 School values: Integrity & Resilience (1 per 

half term)  

British values: Respect & Tolerance  

School values: Independence & 

Thoughtfulness (1 per half term)  

Autumn 1:  

All about me  

 

Autumn 2:  

People who help 

us 

Spring 1:  

Food- You are what 

you eat. 

 Spring 2:  

Growth and change 

Summer 1: 

Amazing Animals  

 

Summer 2:  

Traditional tales 

Core text:  

Whoever you are 

Core text:  

Princess Boy  

 

Core text:  

Lima’s Red Hot Chilli 

Pepper 

Core text:  

The very Hungry 

Caterpillar  

Core text:  

Handa’s Surprise  

Core text:  

Goldilocks and the 

Three Bears.  



Curriculum map – Reception 

  

 

 

 
 

Reading mileage  

Only One You 

Owl Baby  

The bad-

tempered 

ladybird.  

So much  

Reading mileage 

The Princess Boy. 

Busy people: 

Police Officer 

Doctor: Busy 

People  

Reading mileage 

Chicken soup, Chick 

soup.  

Hot, Hot. Roti for 

Dada-ji 

Mama Panya's 

Pancakes 

Lailah’s Lunchbox:  A 

Ramadan story 

Reading mileage 

  The tiny seed 

Oliver’s vegetables 

Grandpas Garden 

Grandma’s 

Saturday Soup 

The Enormous Turnip 

 

 

 

Reading mileage 

Rainbow fish  

Animal rescue 

Whose Habitat is 

that? 

little Kids First Big 

Book of Animals  

Awesome animal 

adventures  

Reading mileage 

Little red riding 

hood. 

Jack and the 

beanstalk.  

3 little pigs.  

 

 

Curriculum 

overview  

 

Who are you? 

 

The children will 

be exploring 

diversity within 

the classrooms 

and celebrating 

how everyone is 

different. Identify 

what make them 

special and 

Curriculum 

overview - key 

research 

questions: 

 

What would you 

like to be? 

 

The children will be 

exploring our ideas 

and 

preconceptions 

about girls and 

boys. 

Curriculum overview 

- key research 

questions:   

 

Where does our food 

come from? 

 

Children will be 

exploring where and 

how their food is 

produced.  

 

They will be and 

learning to share their 

Curriculum overview 

-  key research 

questions:  

 

How do things 

change? 

 

We will be planting 

our own broad 

beans and taking 

care of our own 

plant. 

 

Curriculum 

overview -  key 

research questions:  

 

What can we find 

out about animals? 

 

Children will be 

reading facts and 

creating fact files 

about animals. 

 

We will learn about 

animal habitats and 

Curriculum 

overview -  key 

research questions:  

 

Why do we have 

rules? 

 

Children will be 

looking at story 

structure 

beginning, middle 

and end.  

Exploring what 

behaviours were 
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unique in the 

context of their 

own cultures.  

 

Skills – 

Communication 

(children will 

discuss what 

makes them 

unique in the 

context of their 

culture)  

  

Attitudes – Sense 

of identity, value 

diversity    

 

 

We will be looking 

at jobs that are 

typically male and 

female roles and 

questioning 

attitudes towards 

them. 

 

Skills- 

Communication 

children 

communicate 

what occupations 

they are interested 

in. critical and 

creative thinking   

 

Attitudes – Sense 

of belonging, 

accepting 

differences. A 

sense of identity 

and self- esteem, 

commitment to 

social justice and 

equity   

opinions about 

different food 

farming practices. 

They will be labelling 

products and writing 

questions and 

statements.  

They will research 

answers to their 

questions on farming 

methods. 

 

Skills – Empathy  

  

Attitudes – concern 

for the environment 

and people around 

the world, belief that 

people can bring 

about change.  

 

 

Growing caterpillars 

and watching them 

hatch into 

butterflies.  

 We will explore the 

work of Eric Carle 

and discuss 

illustration and its 

key role within books 

to support telling a 

story 

 

Looking at life cycles 

of plants and 

caterpillars. 

 

Skills – patience, 

planting skills,  

  

Attitudes- taking 

care of the 

environment and 

living things.  

Understanding 

where food comes 

from. Growing and 

using our own food. 

Sustainable living. 

 

 

learn about which 

animals are 

endangered and 

why they are 

endangered.  

 

We explore the role 

that humans have 

in animal extinction 

and how we can 

support 

endangered 

animals.  

 

 The children will be 

visiting London zoo 

where they will 

explore how 

animals are kept to 

deepen and extend 

their thinking.  

  

Discuss the role of 

zoos and debate 

whether we should 

have zoos. 

 

Skills –Empathy  

  

Attitudes – concern 

for the environment 

and animals, the 

belief that people 

positive and 

negative in each 

traditional tale.  

Explore the feelings 

and motives of the 

characters in the 

stories. 

 

What behaviours 

were fair and why it 

is important to 

follow rules.  

 

Skills – Reasoning  

 

Attitudes –

Consideration for 

others, develop 

understanding of 

ownership and rules 

and our behaviour 

makes people feel.  

Reflect on doing 

the right thing. 
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can bring about 

change. 

Hook: 

Children and 

Adults to wear 

traditional or 

cultural clothing.  

We will have a 

making flag 

session. 

We will be 

making dishes 

from around the 

world. 

Hook: 

Day of visitors to 

smash stereotypes. 

Including Female 

footballer/fire 

fighters.  

Visitors of different 

occupations, 

Police officer, 

Doctor,  

 

Hook: 

 Children will visit the 

Fruit farm, which will 

show them how fruit 

and vegetable grow. 

Children will pick and 

eat their own fruit.  

Hook: 

Having caterpillars in 

class and seeing 

them change. 

Showing patience 

and care whilst they 

change.  

 

 

Hook: 

Visit from Zoo lab.  

Children to dress up 

as animals when 

the animals come 

to visit.  

Hook: 

Children bring in a 

cuddly toy and we 

have a Teddy 

Bear’s picnic at 

school. 

 

 

Project outcome: 

 

Video of children 

talking about 

their culture, and 

where they are 

from. 

   

Project outcome: 

 

“When I grow up” 

Class book with 

child’s voice 

about roles that 

they can do. To do 

into reading 

corner. 

  

Project outcome: 

 

‘Grow your own’ 

project – children to 

plant seeds etc 

 

Communicate with 

Redcliff Children 

centre and another 

school in a different 

country.  

 

 

 

Project outcome: 

 

Children make 

cakes and do a 

cake sale to raise 

money for a local 

food bank. 

 

 

 

 

Project outcome: 

 

Children will be 

creating a 

documentary, of 

facts about animals. 

Naming which 

animals are 

endangered and 

how we can help 

reduce the 

detrimental impact 

of human 

behaviour on 

animals (especially 

endangered 

animals). The 

documentary will 

Project outcome: 

 

Children make up 

their own version of 

a traditional tale – 

Children to 

“publish” their work. 

In our school library.  
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be presented in 

assemblies.  

Literacy: 

Literacy outcome 

– children to 

produce “We are 

Braintcroft” video 

using green 

screen. The video 

will link to the 

cultures/ identity 

of the children 

sharing their 

culture, traditions, 

family and 

interests. 

Literacy: 

Children talk 

about their mark 

making, “adding 

meaning to 

marks”.  

 

Children begin to 

hear and use initial 

sounds in their 

writing.  

 

Writing labels and 

caption, 

Literacy: 

Listing ingredients 

and writing 

instructions on how to 

make vegetable 

noodles.  

 

Taste test chart/ 

pictogram to show 

our favourite foods. 

Literacy: 

Completing our own 

food diary of what 

we eat in a week. Is 

it healthy?  

 

Labelling parts of 

our plant and writing 

captions of what is 

needed in order to 

maintain a healthy 

plant.  

 

Literacy: 

Write a letter to the 

zoo, requesting an 

animal, giving a 

and a reason for 

that animal as a 

pet. 

 

Write facts about 

the animals.  

 

Children write 

recount of their trip 

to the zoo. 

Literacy: 

Apology letter to 

the 3 bears from 

Goldilocks. 

 

Writing our own 

version of a story. 

Including a 

beginning. Middle 

and end.  

 

 

Maths 

Counting 0-10  

We will begin to 

recognise 

numbers. 

Introducing a 

number, a week.  

 

SSM: 2D Shapes 

and positional 

language.  

Maths  

Counting beyond 

10. Counting out 

objects to match 

to the numeral.  

 

SSM: Looking at 

Length and  

patterns.  

 

Maths  

Comparing amounts 

(more/less), order 

numbers 1-10, find & 

say 1 more up to 10 

 

SSM: Weight, 

capacity 

 

Maths  

Adding 2 groups 

together.  1 more/1 

less.   

 

SSM: 3D Shapes, 

Money. Time- Daily 

routine, 

Maths 

Doubling, sharing 

equally between 

groups of 2/3/4. 

Ordering numbers 

0-20.  

 

SSM: 2D shapes and 

properties, weight 

 

 

Maths 

Subtracting, 

adding, doubling, 

halving  

 

SSM: money, time 

3D shapes and 

properties.  

 

UTW-Science  

Human bodies 

and senses 

 

Looking at 

different sources of 

light. 

 

Exploring food and its 

origins 

 

Lifecycle of a plant.   

Planting broad 

Bean- talking about 

what a plant needs 

Animals and their 

habitats.  

We will learn about 

various places, 

 ICT 

 

Children recreate 

their own versions 
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Exploring their 

own identify and 

own outer body 

parts: Head, 

shoulders, knees 

and toes 

 

Talking about 

importance of 

looking after our 

body. 

 

Explore and to 

understand those 

people who are 

important to us in 

our family and 

what makes us 

different from 

others. 

 

-Where do I live? 

 

 

To use ICT to listen 

to nursery rhymes 

and stories. 

 

How a fire can 

start, what we 

need to do to 

keep ourselves 

safe.  

 

To explore torches. 

Exploring and 

using  ICT through 

taking photos of 

each other 

dressed up and 

record each other 

using iPad. 

 

To know how to 

use the internet 

safely. 

 

Exploring where 

different foods come 

from. 

 

Talking about where 

different fruits and 

vegetables grow 

around the world. 

 

To understand that 

most food is farmed.  

 

Investigating the 

changing states of 

water and ice, 

chocolate when it is 

melted.  

 

Learning about the 

season of Winter and 

looks at the changes 

that we see in the 

environment at this 

time - most trees 

have no leaves, there 

will be ice and snow.  

 

To take photos to 

make a diary of 

seeds they have 

planted.  

 

to grow. How to look 

after our plant.  

 

-Experiment of 

placing plant in 

different areas 

giving it no water/ 

no sunlight.  

 

and animals 

change over time 

and what they need 

to help them grow. 

 

Life cycle of a 

butterfly 

-Talking about how it 

changes  

-similarities and 

difference 

compared to a 

plant growing.  

We will read lots of 

info books about 

mini-beasts and find 

out how and why 

things happen  

We will explore our 

outdoor area and 

notice new life: go 

animals and 

habitats and 

explore similarities 

and differences 

between different 

areas, 

 

Explore the different 

countries we find 

different animals. 

 

Which animals are 

endangered 

animals? 

 

Explore why some 

animals are 

endangered. 

 

Compare how 

animals are kept in 

zoos and how they 

live in the wild. 

 

Discuss how we feel 

about how animals 

are kept in zoos. 

What are the 

benefits?  

 

We will explore the 

animal’s natural 

of fairy tales using 

2animate and 

2paint a story 

program 

 

 

Science  

Explore the 

seasonal changes 

in Summer. 

 

Explore how 

porridge changes 

as it cooks.  

 

Explore the 

changes in ice as it 

is frozen – we will 

make our own ice 

lollies. 

 

Explore varied 

materials and their 

properties – answer 

the question – 

which would make 

the best house for 

the 3 little pigs? 
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To use magnifying 

glasses with 

recording feature to 

record what they 

saying about what 

they have discovered 

when looking for mini 

beasts in the 

environment. 

 

on bug hunts and 

make bug homes 

 

Exploring how 

recycling materials 

will help the 

environment.  

Composting? And 

waste food? Linking 

to GG  

 

Link to food banks – 

charity, exploring 

places where they 

have droughts/ 

floods and therefore 

do not have 

enough food 

 

To use a Bee-bot to 

get from 1 

destination to 

another on a map. 

 

environment and 

create some world 

versions of those  

 

To use a simple 

programme to 

paint an animal on 

IWB. 

 

 

Sorting  

Sorting animals 

according to their 

features or habitats 

Pollard Jackson 

Paul Jackson 

Pollock? 

Abstract art 

Children to 

develop deeper 

understanding of 

Kandinsky 

Abstract art 

Children to look at 

the work of 

Kadinsky and his 

use of shapes in his 

paintings. 

Claude Monet 

Impressionist art 

Children to develop 

deeper 

understanding of the 

technique and style 

of impression and the 

Henri Matisse 

Papercut out 

collage  

Children to develop 

deeper knowledge 

and understanding 

of the technique of 

Georges Seurat 

Children to develop 

deeper 

understanding of 

the techniques used 

by the artist.   

Children to explore 

Pointilism 

technique 

Children continue 

to explore the work 

of Securat 

(Pointillism). 

Children learn 
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the techniques of 

pouring and 

splashing used by 

the artist.  

They explore a 

range of the 

works by the 

artist. Children to 

explore and 

discuss his use of 

colour and 

technique. 

 

Children learn 

about the life the 

artist.  

Opportunities for 

children to 

develop the 

creative 

technique to 

creative their 

own pictures. 

Children begin to 

reflect on their 

own work and 

that of their peers 

  

 Children to print 

with paints and 

geometric shapes.  

 

Children to discuss 

their process and 

technics.  

 

Children begin to 

evaluate their 

work.  

  

Begin to compare 

Artist and 

techniques: 

Mondarin and 

Kadinsky – which 

do you prefer? 

Can they say why 

they prefer one 

over another? 

background of the 

movement and style 

of art and of Monte 

himself.  Children to 

explore the different 

paintings from the 

artist and talk about 

colour and 

technique. 

Opportunities for 

children to develop 

the creative 

technique to creative 

their own pictures in 

the style of the artist. 

Children reflect on 

the process and their 

own work in 

comparison to others.  

  

Begin to compare 

Artist and techniques:  

Piet Mondrian & 

Claude Monet 

papercut out 

collage.  

 Children to explore 

the paintings from 

the artist and talk 

about his use of 

colour, shapes and 

technique. Children 

to learn about the 

artist himself.  

Opportunities for 

children to develop 

the creative 

technique to 

creative their own 

pictures. 

 

Begin to compare 

Artist and 

techniques:  

Claude Monet Henri 

Matisse 

 

the different 

paintings from the 

artist and talk about 

colour and 

technique. They talk 

about their 

preference for one 

style of art to 

another. 

Children to learn 

about the life of the 

artist.  

Opportunities for 

children to develop 

the creative 

technique to 

creative their own 

pictures. 

 

Begin to compare 

Artist and 

techniques:  

Henri Matisse & 

Mote & Georges 

Seurat 

 

about his range of 

work and how it 

changed 

throughout his life.  

  

Children to be 

introduced to the 

colour wheel 

  

Children develop 

the creative 

technique to 

create their own 

pictures in the style 

of pointillism. 

 

Children to do a 

joint project in 

Pointillism – to be 

displayed in the 

school/ mural.  
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To create a face 

with salt dough. 

Thinking about 

how many eyes. 

Ears. Lips etc. we 

have.   

Using varied 

materials to make 

a dark den where 

children will  

experience 

darkness and to 

use torches.  

Project- recycled 

materials (EYFS 

PROJECT) 

We will look at the 

artwork of Eric Carle 

and create images in 

the style of.  

Junk modelling- 

make a transport.  

Project- making bug 

hotel. 

To create a house 

for the 3 little pigs, 

using different 

materials.  

Opportunities for 

singing and 

musical 

instruments in the 

environment. 

Music supported 

by specialist 

teacher. 

We will explore 

musical 

instruments and 

produce a piece 

a song or piece of 

music with 

specialist teacher 

about people who 

help us. 

Opportunities for 

singing and musical 

instruments in the 

environment. Music 

supported by 

specialist teacher. 

Creating musical 

instruments using 

recycled materials.  

Opportunities for 

singing and musical 

instruments in the 

environment. Music 

supported by 

specialist teacher. 

Opportunities for 

singing and musical 

instruments in the 

environment. Music 

supported by 

specialist teacher. 

 

Make up songs 

about endangered 

animals and their 

habitat. 

Opportunities for 

singing and musical 

instruments in the 

environment. Music 

supported by 

specialist teacher. 

Jigsaw  

Being in my world 

 

Jigsaw  

Celebrating 
Differences  

Jigsaw 

Dreams and Goals 

 

Jigsaw 

Healthy Me 

 

Jigsaw 

Relationships 

 

Jigsaw 

Changing me 

 

Role play:  

Cultural home  

Artefacts and 

images linked to 

homes from 

diverse cultures 

Role play:  

Santa’s workshop 

for Christmas.  

Fire station and 

police station/ 

doctor’s surgery. 

Role-Play  

Role Play- 

Supermarket, Fruit 

and Vegetable stall, 

Restaurants of 

Role play:  

Garden centre 

Story related role-

play.  

 

Role play:  

Zoo role play 

Jungle role play 

Under the sea  

Safari role play  

Aquarium  

Role play:  

Traditional tales 

setting role play.  

 

3 Bears House.  
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(African, Indian, 

Asian) 

different cuisines 

(Indian, Chinese, 

Mexican etc). Fast 

Food take-away (Mc 

Donalds) 

Kitchen-Children to 

use different 

ingredients to make 

meals.  

 

 

  

Outdoor learning: 

Making different 

types of homes 

from around the 

world, Using 

various types of 

materials.  

Outdoor learning: 

Using available 

resources for 

dressing up 

Outdoor learning: 

Preparing the 

different areas for 

planting 

Outdoor learning: 

Planting and taking 

care of herbs and 

vegetables for 

future harvesting 

Free flow digging  

Outdoor learning: 

Making tickets for 

the zoo. 

Making animals 

using junk modelling 

materials 

 

Outdoor learning: 

3 little pigs. 

*Houses made from 

varied materials.  

Role playing Jack 

and the Beanstalk - 

creating the 

beanstalk and the 

castle. 

Extra-

curricular/trips/vis

it 

• Parents to visit 

us to share 

tales and 

share cultural 

food.  

• Special visit 

from an 

Author.  

 

Extra-

curricular/trips/visi

ts: 

• Write a 

letter to 

Santa and 

post it.  

• Christmas 

Nativity  

• Museum of 

Childhood 

 

 

 

Extra-

curricular/trips/visits: 

 

• Trip to a farm- 

Fruit/Veg picking. 

• Prepping soil and 

environment 

project.  

 

 

Extra-

curricular/trips/visits 

• Caterpillars, 

watch the life 

cycle of a 

butterfly.  

• Growing: 

cress, 

mustard, 

broad beans, 

tomatoes, 

Rosemary, 

thyme, mint, 

other herbs in 

our reception 

garden.  

• Making a 

sensory 

Extra-

curricular/trips/visit: 

• London Zoo  

• Zoo lab 

• Caring for 

baby chicks 

 

 

Extra-

curricular/trips/visit

s: 

• Picnic In the 

park with 

parents. 

• Making 

different 

flavours of 

porridge.  
• Preforming 

children’s 

own versions 

of traditional 

tales for 

each other.  
• Invite 

parents into 
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corner 

outside. 
school to 

read/ tell 

stories from 

their own 

countries. 
 

 

 

 

 


