
Curriculum map – Year 4 

Year 4  

Curriculum map  

    Autumn Term 

 

Spring term Summer term 

Curriculum 

Focus  

 

Global Goals 

 

 

 
 

 

Global goal: Clean water and 

sanitation  

Moral principle: Is water free? 

What are your rights? 

 

 

 
 
 

Global goal: Quality education 

Moral principle: What constitutes 

quality education? Should 

education be free? Until what 

age? What differs between 

education globally and locally? 

 

 

 
 

Global goal: Renewable energy  

Moral principle: Is renewable energy 

truly sustainable? What is renewable 

energy? What is the purpose of 

renewable energy? 

British values: Individual liberty  

 School values: Success & 

Perseverance (1 per half term) 

British values: Democracy  

School values: Integrity & Resilience 

(1 per half term)  

British values: Respect & Tolerance 

School values: Independence & 

Thoughtfulness (1 per half term)  

Autumn 1: Autumn 2: Spring 1: Spring 2: Summer 1: Summer 2: 

Curriculum 

overview – key 

research 

questions:  

 

The water cycle 

Curriculum 

overview – key 

research 

questions:  

 

Sanitation 

Curriculum 

overview – key 

research 

questions:  

 

Curriculum 

overview – key 

research 

questions:  

 

 Curriculum 

overview – key 

research 

questions:  

 

Curriculum 

overview – key 

research 

questions:  
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Clean water 

Exploring where 

there are fresh 

water supplies 

in UK and 

globally 

Uses and 

importance of 

water 

 

History of 

water 

sanitation 

Impact of not 

having fresh 

water in past  

Links to history 

– polio, plague 

Hose pipe ban 

Water-borne 

disease 

Michigan 

Legionnaires 

disease  

What does it 

mean to be 

educated? 

Where does 

education take 

place? - early 

childhood 

Branches of 

education – 

primary to 

university 

Vocational vs 

academic 

Public vs private  

 

Should all 

children go to 

university? - 

debate 

Access to 

education and 

resources 
Social mobility 

Gig Economy in 

education 

Value of 

education – 

country/govern

ment 

responsibility of 

education 

(sustainable 

development)  

 

How does 

education differ 

globally? 

Comparison 

study between 

England, 

Sweden, Japan, 

China 

 

Links to Romans, 

Victorians 

Relationship to 

other countries – 

history in England 

vs currently in 

world 

 

 

What exists 

already? 

What is 

renewable 

energy? 

What is the 

difference 

between 

renewable and 

non-renewable 

energy?  

What are the 

different sources 

of renewable 

energy?  

What are the 

advantages and 

disadvantages 

of each?  

 

 

Why is renewable 

energy 

necessary? 

Pros and cons of 

renewable 

energy 

Why does some 

renewable not 

work in certain 

countries? 

Renewable vs 

non-renewable 

Research – what 

is the future? 

Personal 

responsibility  

Energy efficiency 
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Reading   

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Writing 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths  Place Value  

Addition and subtraction 

Multiplication and division 

Fractions 

Geometry  

Money and decimals  

Place Value  

Addition and subtraction 

Place value  

Calculations 

Money  

Decimals  
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Geometry 

 

Multiplication and division 

Statistics 

 

Length and height  

Perimeter and area 

Mass and volume 

 

Science Phases of 

Matter 

Rock Cycle Light  Space  

 

Adaptation  Human Anatomy  

Humanities  

Global goals link 

 

 
Geography At least 2 billion 

people use a 

drinking water 

source 

contaminated 

with faeces. 

Why do some 

people not 

have access to 

clean water?   

 

One in three 

people live 

without 

sanitation. This 

is causing 

unnecessary 

disease and 

death. Why do 

2 billion 

people still not 

have a decent 

In most 

developing 

countries, few 

children 

graduate from 

secondary 

school and 

many don’t 

even finish 

primary school. 

Why do so 

many children 

15 million girls of 

primary-school 

age will never 

get the chance 

to learn to read 

or write in 

primary school 

compared to 

about 10 million 

boys.  9 million of 

these girls live in 

sub-Saharan 

Is it possible for a 

country to 

completely rely 

on renewable 

energy? 

 

Possible case 

study 1: Iceland – 

(generates the 

most clean 

electricity per 

person on earth, 

How do 

Geographical 

factors have an 

impact on 

pollution? 
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toilet of their 

own? 

 

drop out before 

finishing school?  

 

 (Numerous 

reasons, 

including the 

difficulty of 

getting to 

school and the 

cost of 

schooling, 

expenses for 

lunch, uniforms, 

and 

examination 

fees. And 

because the 

quality of 

education is 

often poor, 

parents are 

forced to pay 

for additional 

tutoring to 

enable their 

children to pass 

tests). 

 

Africa. Why are 

the figures higher 

here? 

 

with almost 100% 

of its energy 

coming from 

renewable 

sources).  

Possible case 

study 2: Costa 

Rica – (is able to 

meet a large 

part of its energy 

needs from 

hydroelectric, 

geothermal, 

solar, and wind 

sources). 

 

History  Has the water 

crisis improved 

over time? Has 

it always been 

like this? Look at 

Why was the 

introduction of 

a sewage 

system 

considered a 

 Schooling – What 

did school used 

to be like 

compared to 

 Is renewable 

energy truly 

sustainable? Can 

we provide 

energy to a 
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specific 

countries and 

changes over 

time. 

Water cycle – 

finite fresh 

resource, 

surrounded by 

water but it’s 

not drinkable 

Water’s 

composition 

Rivers - different 

parts of rivers, 

link back to 

water cycle 

Location of 

countries who 

do not have 

access to fresh 

water – reasons 

for this. 

triumph of 

Victorian 

engineering? 

 

Sanitation in 

Victorian/Edw

ardian times 

etc – impact 

of poor 

sanitation, 

how leads to 

the plague, 

great fire of 

London 

Purifying water 

over time – 

effects of 

drinking 

unclean water 

Why is access 

to clean water 

so important? 

How has the 

treatment of 

water evolved 

over time? 

 

 

what it is like 

now? 

 

growing 

population just 

with renewable 

energy? 

 (How many wind 

farms do we 

need per million, 

if countries don’t 

want to use 

renewable 

energy should 

they be 

punished?) 

RE Is it always 

good to have 

choices?  

 

 

How do you 

know that God 

exists? Or 

doesn’t exist?  

Is it always 

wrong to lie? 

When (if ever) is 

it okay?  

Do you shape 

your own destiny 

or does 

everything 

happen by fate?  

Is racism a moral 

issue?  

If judgement is for 

God, why do we 

pass judgement  
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Computing  Downloading 

documents and 

saving – saving 

created 

documents and 

how to locate 

them/edit them 

etc.  

 

 

Create an 

information 

leaflet – about 

the 

importance of 

saving water 

 - children will 

learn how to 

use a word 

document,  

manipulate 

text, spell-

checker, copy 

and paste 

images/text 

etc. 

Create a power 

point 

presentation 

about what 

they have 

learnt about 

education – 

include 

facts/statistics – 

local and 

global – present 

this information 

to HT and DT 

(Sandra and 

Andrea) 

 

 

E- Safety – how 

to use in the 

internet/social 

media safely  

 

 

Identify different 

ways of 

computing and 

begin to explore 

them e.g. twitter, 

Instagram, email, 

video calling, 

skype etc.  

 

Research – 

renewable 

energy sources – 

pros/cons – how 

to use a search 

engine – being 

specific when 

searching – 

filtering results 

etc.  

 

 

 

Art & DT Painting water 

cycle – on 

canvas  

 Create a 

sanitation 

system   

 

 

Collage – what 

quality 

education looks 

like? Series of 

images – to 

create one 

large image  

 

Photography – 

images of what 

quality 

education looks 

like in our school  

 

 

Create a model 

village with 

completely 

renewable 

energy. 

 

 

Create a 

poster/leaflet – 

sources of 

renewable 

energy – how 

effective they are  

 

PSHE 

Jigsaw 

Being me in my 

world  

Celebrating 

difference  

Dreams and 

goals  

Healthy me  Relationships  Changing me 

PE Specialist 

teacher: 

 

Invasion 

Games  

Dance Gymnastics Invasion Games Net and Wall 

Games 
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Class teacher: 

 

 

Striking and 

Fielding 

Games 

Swimming 

Net and Wall 

Games 

Swimming 

 

Striking and 

Fielding Games 

Swimming 

 

OAA 

Swimming 

 

Athletics 

Swimming 

 

Spanish 

 

Specialist 

teacher 

 

Body parts and 

physical 

description 

 

In the school My family Routines and my 

house 

Food Recap and 

review 

Music 

 

Specialist 

teacher 

 

Music Notation  

Pitch 

 

Music Notation 

(continued) 

 

CHRISTMAS 

SHOW 

PREPARATION 

 

Pulse and 

Rhythm   

 

Pulse and 

Rhythm   

 

“The Anglo-

Saxons"   

 

“The Anglo-

Saxons"   

 


