
Curriculum map – Year 5 

  Autumn Term 
 

Spring term Summer term 

 
 
 

Global goal: No poverty 
Moral principle: Develop an awareness of 

poverty across the world/globally 
Poverty. Is it a choice?  

Is it better to be monetarily poor and culturally 
rich or monetarily rich and culturally poor? 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Global goal: Climate action 
Moral principle: What is climate change? 
What are the different types of pollution? 

Who is responsible for looking after the 
environment? 

What about the natural causes of climate 
change? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Global goal: Good health 
Moral principle: What does being well mean? 

Is free healthcare the guiding principle of a 
developed nation? 

Who’s responsible for your wellbeing? 

British values: Individual liberty 
 School values: Success & Perseverance (1 per 

half term) 

British values: Democracy  
 School values: Integrity & Resilience (1 per half 

term)  

British values: Respect & Tolerance 
School values: Independence & Thoughtfulness 

(1 per half term)  

Autumn 1: Autumn 2: Spring 1: Spring 2: Summer 1: Summer 2: 

Curriculum overview – 
key research questions:  
What is poverty?  
What causes poverty?  
What are the 
consequences of 
poverty?  
What are the different 
elements of poverty? 

Curriculum overview 
– key research 
questions:  
What is the impact of 
poverty?  
How can we 
prevent/extinguish 
poverty?  

Curriculum overview – 
key research questions:  
What is it? What causes 
it? 
What is climate change? 
What is global 
warming?  
What are the effects of 
climate change?  

Curriculum overview 
– key research 
questions: 
Physical (nature) vs 
human. 
Who is responsible?  
How do our actions 
impact on climate 
change? 

Curriculum overview 
– key research 
questions:  
Mental health - what 
is it?  
What is the difference 
between mental and 
physical health? 
Hidden disabilities 

Curriculum overview – 
key research 
questions:  
Welfare state – why 
was it created? How 
did it address the 
needs of society? How 
is it abused? Aging 
population. 
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E.g. social, economic 
and political poverty.  
Why does giving money 
to charity not solve 
poverty? 

 

Is it still our 
responsibility to help 
the poorest if they live 
in countries where 
there is now 
significant wealth? 
Can donating money 
make the situation 
worse? 
The changing picture 
of poverty in the UK.  
Comparison of Poverty 
in the UK and Poverty 
worldwide.  
Look at statistics – 
child poverty.  
https://www.jrf.org.uk
/our-work/what-is-
poverty  
 
https://globaldimensi
on.org.uk/wllgoal/no-
poverty/  
 

Different types of 
pollution – what is it in 
different countries? 
What’s the solution? 
Link to moral principle: 
lots of people doing 
small things, rather than 
one doing everything. 
 
REDUCE REUSE RECYCLE 

Link to ‘extinction 
rebellion.’ 
Effects of climate 
change on people and 
animals.   
How can we help? 
Impact of climate 
change e.g. Tsunami 
https://www.wwf.org.
uk/learn/effects-
of/climate-change  

What impacts mental 
health? 
Understanding 
emotions – being able 
to read situations.  
Emotional intelligence 
(awareness/understan
ding). 
Resilience, 
thoughtfulness. 
Ensure healthy lives – 
how can we live a 
healthy life? As an 
adult/child/baby.  
Promote well-being. 
 
MENTAL HEALTH 
Importance of asking 
for help. 
 
 
 

Traditional medicine.  
NHS – links to 
education. 
Private health. 
insurance - is it truly 
private? 
Different countries and 
their healthcare. 
Cost of healthcare + 
prescriptions.  
Should self-inflicted 
conditions be paid for 
or be provided by NHS? 
Link to religion – e.g. 
some religions do not 
believe in blood 
transfusion.  
Children will explore 
the universal right to 
healthcare, through 
the UNICEF convention 
on children’s rights.  
 
PHYSICAL HEALTH 
 

Core text: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core text:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core text:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core text:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core text:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core text:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.jrf.org.uk/our-work/what-is-poverty
https://www.jrf.org.uk/our-work/what-is-poverty
https://www.jrf.org.uk/our-work/what-is-poverty
https://globaldimension.org.uk/wllgoal/no-poverty/
https://globaldimension.org.uk/wllgoal/no-poverty/
https://globaldimension.org.uk/wllgoal/no-poverty/
https://www.wwf.org.uk/learn/effects-of/climate-change
https://www.wwf.org.uk/learn/effects-of/climate-change
https://www.wwf.org.uk/learn/effects-of/climate-change
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Reading  
 

 
Writing 
 

 
 
 

 
Reading 
 

 
Writing 
 

 

 
Reading 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing 
 

 

 
Reading 

 
 
Writing 

 
Reading 

 
Writing 

 
Reading 

 
 
Writing 

Science:  
 
Working scientifically 
Separating mixtures 

Science:  
 
Working scientifically 
Physical and Chemical 
Changes  

Science:  
 
Working scientifically 
Magnetism  

Science:  
 
Working scientifically 
Electrical circuits 
 

Science:  
 
Working scientifically 
Humans and Animals 
over time  

Science:  
 
Working scientifically 
Reproductive cycles 

Humanities:  
 
 

Humanities: 
 
 

Humanities: 
 
 

Humanities: 
 
 

Humanities: 
 
 

Humanities: 
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Geography:  
 
An estimated 14.3 
million people are in 
poverty in the UK of 
which 4.6 million are 
children. Why does 
poverty still exist in the 
UK? 
 
History:  
 
What were the causes 
of poverty in 
Elizabethan England? 
Why was the 
introduction of the 
National Poor Law 
important?  
 
R.E and Philosophy:  
 
Is race a biological 
category or a social 
construct?  
 

 
Geography: 
 
At least 80% of 
humanity lives on less 
than £8 a day. Is this 
enough to survive? 
 
 
History:  
 
Has poverty always 
existed? What did 
poverty look like in 
historical terms? 
 
R.E and Philosophy: 
 
If God is ‘good,’ why 
do bad things happen?   
 

 
Geography: 
 
Climate change (or 
global warming) is the 
process of our planet 
heating up.  Why is it 
such an issue? What 
effect is it having on our 
Earth? 
 
History: 
 
With the rapid spread of 
industrialisation and the 
growth of the human 
population to 
unprecedented levels, 
pollution has become a 
universal problem. Has 
this always been the 
case?   
 
R.E and Philosophy:  
 
What is love?  

 
Geography:  
 
The annual average 
economic losses from 
climate-related 
disasters are in the 
hundreds of billions of 
pounds. This is not to 
mention the human 
impact of geo-physical 
disasters, which are 91 
percent climate-
related. How are 
humans contributing 
to geo-physical 
disasters? 
  
History: 
 
183 million years ago, 
there was a climate 
catastrophe, known as 
the Jurassic warming 
event. What were the 
consequences on land 
and sea?  
 
R.E and Philosophy:  
 
How much control 
does a person have 
over their life?  

 
Geography: 
 
Slums are unhealthy 
and dangerous places 
to live. They should be 
demolished. Do you 
agree? 
 
History: 
 
How has our 
understanding of the 
causes and treatment 
of illnesses changed 
the way we treat 
illness today? 
 
R.E and Philosophy:  
 
Is it more important to 
be a leader or a 
follower?  
 

 
Geography: 
 
How are income and 
wealth linked to health 
and longevity?  
 
 
History: 
 
Is it important to 
provide a free health 
care system for a 
country? Why do the 
Conservatives want to 
privatize the health 
system and why do 
Labour wish to keep it? 
 
R.E and Philosophy:  
 
Should the government 
make organ donation 
compulsory?  
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Online Safety: 
 
Sharing videos and 
photos online 

Digital Literacy: 
 
https://www.common
sense.org/education/d
igital-
citizenship/curriculum
?grades=5  
 
• Finding my Media 
Balance 
• You won’t Believe 
this! 
• Is it Cyberbullying? 
• Reading News 
Online  

Computer Science: 
 
Block Coding – 
Discovery Education 
Level 5 
 
• Speed, direction and 
coordinates 
• Random numbers and 
stimulations 

Information 
Technology: 
 
Rising Stars 
 
We are bloggers 
 
Sharing experiences 
and opinions 

Computer Science: 
 
Block Coding – 
Discovery Education 
 
Introduction to HTML 

Digital Literacy: 
 
Rising Stars Online 
Safety 
 
We are respectful of 
copyright  
 
Understanding and 
applying copyright laws 

https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship/curriculum?grades=5
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship/curriculum?grades=5
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship/curriculum?grades=5
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship/curriculum?grades=5
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship/curriculum?grades=5

